










24 / Young American

Welles refused, director John Houseman found another hall, and because 
the musicians could not play in that hall, Blitzstein performed the orches-
tral parts from a score reduced from orchestral to piano performance.45

In a gesture of identifi cation with Blitzstein, Bernstein decided to put 
on a production of Cradle with himself performing the piano reduction. 
Then, in an unexpected parallel to the New York premiere, the Cam-
bridge authorities banned Cradle as obscene. Bernstein moved the produc-
tion to the Harvard campus, where the Cambridge edict did not apply.46

This congruence between Blitzstein’s premiere in New York and Bern-
stein’s production in Cambridge was extraordinary.

By the time Bernstein graduated from Harvard, Mitropoulos was herald-
ing him as a budding conductor and Copland viewed him as a musician of 
prodigious gifts and genius and as a rising presence in American musical 
life, most certainly as a pianistic interpreter of American modernism.

Thus, in four years, Bernstein had become a cosmopolitan modernist, 
an intimate of two celebrated musicians, and a propagandist for the new 
American music. Had he a presentiment in that spring of 1939 that he 
would take the mantle of creative artist upon his own shoulders?

. . .

No doubt the newly minted Harvard graduate and his family greeted this 
milestone with great joy and happiness. But in the underworld of political 
denunciation, a much darker monument to Bernstein’s Harvard years was 
forming. Bernstein did not know that his efforts with Blitzstein’s Cradle 
Will Rock had almost made him the object of a Cambridge police investi-
gation into “Reds” at Harvard.47 Nor was he aware that an informant had 
reported to the FBI that he was the director of the local communist John 
Reed Society.48 The denunciation went into a newly created FBI dossier 
on Bernstein, its entry noting that the informant “stated that [blacked out] 
and Leonard Bernstein wer [sic] the real leaders of the group and that the 
group sponsors speakers on Russia and Marxism.”49
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